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Maritime Sector Accounts for 5,248 
Jobs in Multnomah County 
 

Oregon’s maritime sector is widespread and plays a key 
economic role in many coastal and rural communities. 
With a workforce totaling nearly 14,000 in 2023 and 
average wages 17% higher than the state average, the 
maritime sector supports many family-wage jobs in 
Oregon. The sector is expected to continue adding new 
jobs, albeit at a slower pace than the statewide aver-
age, creating the need for more workers.  
 
Oregon’s maritime workforce is also aging. A large 
share of the current workforce will retire or change 
careers within the next 10 years, creating replacement 
openings for new workers. These workforce trends 
represent challenges for employers trying to fill their job 
vacancies, as well as more job opportunities for Orego-
nians in the maritime sector. 
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2023 Maritime Sector Covered Jobs and Nonemployers by County 
Source: Oregon Employment Department and U.S. Census Bureau 


