
South Central Economic Overview:   
Klamath County 

January 2025 
Special Topic: Holiday Retail Employment 

Unemployment Rate at 5.5% 
 
• Unemployment rate in December 

2023 was 5.2% 
• Seasonally adjusted unemploy-

ment rate edged up over the year 
from by 0.2% from 5.3% to 5.5% 

 
More info on unemployment 

Jeff McAllister — Workforce Analyst for Southern Oregon 
Jeff.S.McAllister@employ.oregon.gov    

(541) 414 - 5325  
 

QualityInfo.org: Your source for the latest economic data, 
highlights, and analysis. 
 
Discover everything related to South Central Oregon and Kla-
math County’s labor market: South Central Oregon 

Industry Employment Change: Dec 2023 to Dec 2024  
 
Klamath County employment gained 150 jobs over the year. 
 
• Payroll employment up 0.6% over the year 
• Detailed December Employment Press Release  

Source: Oregon Employment Department, CES 

Source: Oregon Employment Department, LAUS 

Source: Oregon Employment Department, CES 

This graph depicts a six year snapshot of re-
tail employment in Klamath County during the 
month of December when retail employment 
is typically at its highest. This past December 
retail employment increased by 20 jobs com-
pared to December 2023, a modest gain. In 
December 2024 the retail sector accounted 
for 13.4% of all nonfarm employment in Kla-
math County. 
 
During this time period retail employment 
ranged from a low of 3,040 in 2019 to a high 
of 3,280 in 2022. Employment levels now are 
below what they were during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Statewide the sector reached a 
new high in April 2022 but has since been 
declining. 
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https://www.qualityinfo.org/uesti?lfAreacode=0000000000,4101000000,4121032780&lfAdjusted=y&lfMeasure=unemprate&lfSyear=2000&lfRpt=summary&lfEyear=2024
mailto:carlos.d.diaz@employ.oregon.gov
https://www.qualityinfo.org/
https://www.qualityinfo.org/east-cascades
https://qualityinfo.org/documents/20126/110739/Employment+in+South+Central+Oregon/3ac6450e-530e-110b-457b-bbc712666dcc?version=1.133


South Central Economic Overview:   
Lake County 
January 2025 

Industry Employment Change: Nov 2023 to Nov 2024  
 
Lake County employment gained 80 jobs over the year. 
 
• Payroll employment up 3.7% over the year 
• Detailed December Employment Press Release  

Unemployment Rate at 4.7% 
 
• Unemployment rate was 5.2% in 

December 2023 
• Seasonally adjusted unemploy-

ment rate has decreased by 
0.6% from 5.3% to 4.7% over the 
year 

 
More info on unemployment 

Jeff McAllister — Workforce Analyst for Southern Oregon 
Jeff.S.McAllister@employ.oregon.gov    

(541) 414 - 5325  
 

QualityInfo.org: Your source for the latest economic data, high-
lights, and analysis. 
 
Discover everything related to South Central Oregon and Lake 
County’s labor market: South Central Oregon 

Source: Oregon Employment Department, LAUS 

Source: Oregon Employment Department, CES 

Special Topic: Holiday Retail Employment 

 

This graph depicts a six year snapshot of 
retail employment in Lake County during 
the month of December when retail em-
ployment is typically at its highest. This 
past December retail employment de-
creased by 10 jobs compared to Decem-
ber 2023, a modest loss. In December 
2024 the retail sector accounted for 10.2% 
of all nonfarm employment in Lake Coun-
ty. 
 
During this time period retail employment 
has been remarkably stable. Employment 
levels were relatively unaffected during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Statewide the 
sector reached a new high in April 2022 
but has since been declining. 

Source: Oregon Employment Department, CES 
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