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Notable Over-the-Year Changes 

Gilliam 

Total nonfarm employment (-60) 
Trade, transportation, and utilities (-25) 
Government (+10) 

Sherman 

Total nonfarm employment (+25) 
Trade, transportation, and utilities (+15) 
Local government (+10) 

Wheeler 
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Wasco County 

Total nonfarm employment (-5) 
Government (-5) 
Trade, transportation, and utilities (+10) 

As of this year, the median wage for all occupations in the Co-
lumbia Gorge is $22.39. This means that half of all jobs in Cen-
tral Oregon pay more than $22.39, and half pay less than that. 
The top five paying occupations by median wage have mostly 
remained the same, with healthcare practitioners and technical 
occupations still having the highest median hourly wage 
($49.39), followed by computer and mathematical occupations 
($47.53), which replaced business and financial operations in the 
top five. On the opposite end of the spectrum are the lowest pay-
ing occupation groups. Food preparation and serving related oc-
cupations are the lowest ($15.38) among Columbia Gorge occu-
pations, followed by building and grounds cleaning and mainte-
nance occupations ($16.87), and personal care and service oc-
cupations ($17.34).  
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