3= Central Oregon

/\/_7_/.} Economic Indicators

State of Oregon
Employment Department

www.QualityInfo.org

(March 2024 Edition)

= February 2024 Data

Local Area Unemployment Rates

(Seasonally adjusted)
O February 2023 B February 2024
6.2%6.1% 6.0%
4.7% 4.6%
3.8%
' Crook ' Deschutes ' Jefferson '

Graph of the Month (Regional)
East Cascades Job Vacancies by Difficulty to Fill

Source: Oregon Employment Department, 2023 Job Vacancy Survey
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Last year marked the third consecutive year of declining job vacancies

in the region, but vacancies remained notably high (9,024) still well
above pre-pandemic levels (5,673). Additionally, the percentage of job
vacancies considered difficult to fill decreased for a third year in a row.
In 2021, employers reported 81% of all job vacancies as difficult to fill
with the highest recorded number of vacancies (10,771) since 2015.
Last year, 70% of all job vacancies were considered difficult to fill by
employers—an 11% drop in vacancies classified as difficult to fill since
2021, and a 4% decrease from the year prior. Although the number of
vacancies remains high the declining difficulty in filling them suggests
a labor market that is still somewhat tight but gradually loosening.

Select Industry Gains and Losses
(Over-the-year net employment change)

Crook County
Total nonfarm 430
employment

Private education

and health services 30

Transport., warehousing,

and utilities 20

Leisure and 20 [

hospitality
Government 80 |

Information -130

Construction -190

Deschutes County
Total nonfarm

2,510
employment

Leisure and

hospitality 1,210

Private education

and health services 900

Trade, transport.,

and utilities 190

Professional and

. . -140
business services

Information -170

Jefferson County

Total nonfarm
employment

-140 |

Private education 50
and health services
Other services 20

Trade, transport,,
and utilities -30 E

Government -40

Manufacturing -110
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