
South Coast Economic Overview:   
Coos County 
September 2025

Special Topic: Housing Building Permits 2000-2024 

Unemployment Rate at 5.7% 

• The seasonally adjusted unem-
ployment rate in August 2024
was 4.9%

• The seasonally adjusted unem-
ployment rate has ranged from
5.0 % to 5.7% over the year

More info on unemployment 

Jeff McAllister — Workforce Analyst for Southern Oregon 
Jeff.S.McAllister@employ.oregon.gov    

(541) 414 - 5325

QualityInfo.org: Your source for the latest economic data, high-
lights, and analysis. 

Explore more on Southwestern Oregon’s economy here: 
Southwestern Oregon: The Latest Research 

Industry Employment Change: August 2024 to August 2025 

Coos County employment lost 320 jobs over the year 

• Payroll employment down 1.4% over the year
• Detailed August Employment Press Release

Source: Oregon Employment Department, LAUS 

Source: Oregon Employment Department, CES 

Source: U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development 

The years 2000-2004 saw a 
ramp up in permitting activity cul-
minating in a peak in 2005 driven 
by a surge in multi family units. 
There was a sharp drop after 
2005 bottoming out at 16 permits 
in 2011. This was followed by a 
modest rebound. This past year 
witnessed a spike in activity, the 
highest since 2006. 

Single family permits outpace 
multi family permits every year 
over the past 25 years except in 
2005 and 2007. On average sin-
gle family units accounted for 
nearly nine out of 10 permits. Ac-
tivity dipped noticeably during 
and immediately following the 
Great Recession of 2007-2009.  
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https://www.qualityinfo.org/web/guest/uesti?lfAreacode=0000000000,4101000000,4104000011&lfAdjusted=1&lfMeasure=unemprate&lfSyear=2000&lfRpt=summary&lfEyear=2025
mailto:jeff.s.mcallister@employ.oregon.gov
https://www.qualityinfo.org/
https://www.qualityinfo.org/southwestern-oregon
https://qualityinfo.org/documents/20117/102310/Employment%20in%20South%20Coast/26c88e26-f1ce-e37f-e5d1-80cb7ae16207?version=6.0


South Coast Economic Overview:   
Curry County 
September 2025 

 

Unemployment Rate at 6.5% 
 

• The seasonally adjusted unem-
ployment rate in August 2024 was 
5.9% 

• The seasonally adjusted unem-
ployment rate has ranged from 
5.6% to 6.5% over the year 

 

More info on unemployment 

Jeff McAllister — Workforce Analyst for Southern Oregon 
Jeff.S.McAllister@employ.oregon.gov    

(541) 414 - 5325  
 

QualityInfo.org: Your source for the latest economic data, high-
lights, and analysis. 
 
Explore more on Southwestern Oregon’s economy here: 
Southwestern Oregon: The Latest Research 

Source: Oregon Employment Department, CES 

Source: Oregon Employment Department, LAUS 

Special Topic: Housing Building Permits 2000-2024 

Industry Employment Change: August 2024 to August 2025  
 
Curry County employment gained 40 jobs over the year 
 
• Payroll employment up 0.6% over the year 
• Detailed August Employment Press Release 

Source: U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development 

The years 2000-2006 saw 
heightened levels of permit activ-
ity. A peak occurred in 2005 fol-
lowed closely by 2009 with a 
surge in multi family permits. 
There was a sharp drop after 
2009 bottoming out at 19 permits 
in 2012. Activity increased the 
following year and has remained 
at a relatively higher, stable level. 
There has been a relative lack of 
multi family permits issued since 
2014. 
 
Single family permits outpace 
multi family permits every year 
over the past 25 years except in 
2009 and 2013. On average sin-
gle family units accounted for 
nearly nine out of 10 permits. Ac-
tivity increased noticeably in the 
final year of the Great Recession 
of 2007-2009.  
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https://www.qualityinfo.org/web/guest/uesti?lfAreacode=0000000000,4101000000,4104000015&lfAdjusted=1&lfMeasure=unemprate&lfSyear=2000&lfRpt=summary&lfEyear=2025
mailto:jeff.s.mcallister@employ.oregon.gov
https://www.qualityinfo.org/
https://www.qualityinfo.org/southwestern-oregon
https://qualityinfo.org/documents/20117/102310/Employment%20in%20South%20Coast/26c88e26-f1ce-e37f-e5d1-80cb7ae16207?version=6.0


 

 

Henry Fields  

Workforce Analyst serving Lane and 

Douglas counties  

(541) 359-9178 

Henry.L.Fields@employ.oregon.gov 

News and Articles 

QualityInfo: Douglas County Travel Spending Drops in 2024 by Brian Rooney 

QualityInfo: Slow Growth in Oregon’s Agriculture Sector by Pat O’Connor 

QualityInfo: Oregon’s Commercial Fishing in 2024 by Shaun Barrick 

Latest Douglas 

County Economic 

Data 

Unemployment rate: 6.1% 

(seasonally adjusted) 

Change from previous 

year: +0.7 pct. points 

Oregon per capita 

personal income (PCPI) in 

2024: $70,685  

Oregon’s PCPI as a 

percentage of the U.S.: 

97.6% 

Business highlights: new 

openings, closings & hiring 

events 

• Closure: Roseburg 

Forest Products will 

close its hardwood 

plywood plant in 

Dillard and lay off 107.  

• Closure: Claire’s will 

close its retail stores, 

including in Roseburg.  

• New Firm: Shine 

District, a detailing 

service, opened in 

Roseburg. 

Notable Over-the-Year Employment Changes 
August 2024 to August 2025 

Private Education & Health Services:            
400 (+6%) 

Professional & Business Services: 20 (+1%) 

Manufacturing: -70 (-2%) 

Retail Trade: -150 (-3%) 

September 2025 

DOUGLAS COUNTY ECONOMIC INDICATORS 

Source: Oregon Employment Department Current Employment Estimates 

QualityInfo.org: your source 

for the latest economic data, 

highlights and analysis 

 

Manage your subscriptions to 

this newsletter and other data 

releases on our subscription 

page. 

All Industries: 90 (+0%) 

Employment change from February 2020 (seasonally adjusted): 

 -800 (-2%) 

Graph of the Month: Leisure and hospitality employment has increased sig-

nificantly since 2001, and has been a bright spot of over-the-year state 

growth. Douglas’s growth has lagged the state significantly, but our area 

does have more hospitality jobs than before 2020, unlike the state. 

Source: Oregon Employment Department Current Employment Statistics 
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