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Oregon Forestry & Logging Employed 8,787  
Payroll Workers in 2024 
 

According to the Oregon Employment Department’s covered employment 
statistics, forestry and logging’s 681 establishments employed 8,787 work-
ers statewide and added $717 million in payroll to Oregon’s economy in 
2024. Employment was in decline between 2005 and 2009 and has since 
leveled off. It is currently varying seasonally in a band between 8,000 and 
10,000 jobs, although the logging portion has slowly declined since 2019. 
   Of the 2024 annual average total, 4,652 were employed in the private 
sector while 4,136 were employed in government. Most of the government 
employment is in federal government at 3,948 while the rest is in state gov-
ernment. 
   The largest industry of employment in forestry and logging is timber tract 
operations, employing 4,471 on an annual average basis in 2024. Timber 
tract operations employment is largely government employment. In 2024, 
3,948 federal workers and 172 state workers managed government for-
estlands. The remaining 351 were in the private sector. In addition to forest 
workers, many occupations in this industry are managerial or professional 
and require a high level of experience and education. Wages, therefore, are 
relatively high – $97,670 in 2024.  
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